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e Historic Announcement from White House on Status

The White House released
this past Decemnber the
Presadert’s Task Force on
Puerto Rico's
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Successful First Year in Congress

Luis Fortufio's first year as the representatve of all
Puerto Ricans in l'.'fr:n_;:n_'u,_ has been ane of accom
plshments and results for the benefit of our people.
Firm in his comenitment to be a full-time Resident Com-
e s served his oonstit % eflectroely and
trelessly x5 spokesman and advocate of cur ksland's
needs

Dhuring the recenthy concluded i::::ngllﬂ.\. onal a5,
the Commissionerhe held an assistance necond of over
0% in the three commissions comemitiees and six
sbcommisiaons subcommttess m o which be serves; he
imroduced 14 bils and cosponsoned mone than 140)
legslative measures

Among Fortufio’s b accomplshments this year are
the following:
¥ Historic announcement from the YWhite House on
The Whate Houte msued s most powerful
an the real options for status in

TRSSHONET,

Shatus
PrONCUNCBMEent
Puerta Rico

* SB35 million n Federal funds for transpartation and
infrastructure projects. throughout the lsland. The
funds include 345 million fior nevw projects and 510.2

milkcn to condude Phase | of the Tren Urbano,

% A 124 milion increase nerease in Federal funds 1o
the: cap on the Medicad program in Puento Rico, the
first received by the |sland since 1998

& Desigration of 10,000 acres of El Yunque a5 part of
the ‘\Wikderness Preservation Systemn. protecting it
from any future development

* An appropration worth milions af dallars in Federa
funds for recreation and sports projects, induding $2
milion for the development and construction of the
Toa Baja Recreatonal Trul; $250,000 for the
construction of a Listle League basebal comples: in
Aguadila, and $150,000 for the construction of a
Pt mard Youth Servces Certer i labely

& Tax incentives to manufacturers and extending the
rum tax cover awer, which will guarantes the perma-
nence of more than 20,000 jobs on the island and an
additional 385 milion for our econormy, respecivedy.

% An appropriation worth several million in Federal
fundss for flood control prosects, nchad 8

firg 1.8
milkon 1o dredge the Bay of San Juan, $4 rmillion for
dhannel mprovement of the PRio Grande de
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From Wmf&'}y(am
| write this mote just a fiew hours
after the end of my first congres-
sional session and a8 | am about to
commernarate my first year as the
representative of all Puerto Ricans
n Washington, As you know, it has
been a very challenging year, with
budget cuts at both the federal and
state  level,  Howewer, it's a
pleasure to inform you that | have
been able to get concrete results
for the people of Peenta Rico, such
& the historic announcernent from
the White House on the issue of
shabus

Bassdes our many achievements,
some of which are highlighted in
this newsletter, duning this first year
| hawe strived 1o make and develop
personal  relationships  with  my
colleagues in Congress and mem-
bers of the President’s Administra-
tion, which will allow me to
promote Puerto Rico’s agenda
here in ‘Washington durning the
remaining three years of my term.
| hinve: been able o develop thess
relationships because | made good
on my commitment to work full
tirne for you, by maoving rry famiby
1o Washington.

I want to reafirm my commit-
ment to work on behalf of al
Puerto Ricans. ‘fou allowed me to
represent you here in Washington,
and | feel proud to do so with
degnity. | know that we are lving
dificult and very uncertain times,
and wath the God's help | will
continue working 1o achieve maore
results for Puerto Rico.
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Increase of Millions in Medicaid Funds
Medicare Initiatives and a New Trauma [enter for the Western Area on the Right Track

Ome  of the Residen
Commissicner’s mast
mportant legrlative pron-
ties is for all Puerto Ricans
to have access o quality
health serwces, As part of
hes effort in Congress during
this past year, Luis Fortufio |
obtaned a 324 milion
increase for the Medcaid
program on the lsland. This

inerease in the Medaid ¢ Fortue and Representative llcana  Ros-Lehtinen
AP (Florida) discuss health initiatives.

- the first for Puerta Rico in
ﬂ"c last seven years — is an important achievermnent at a
tire when Congress was cutting more than 312 bilion
from the natsonal Medicare and Medicaid programs o
be able to fund the reconstruction plan for the areas
impacted by hurricanes Katrina and Rita,

As part of his health apenda. he & also continuing hes
efiorts to have Puerto Fico receve equal treatment in
the Medare program, He has introdueced three bels,
the first, H.RL | 729, prosides for hosptals in Puenio Rico

o receive  the same
reimbursements for senices
o Medicare patients as
hospitals in the 50 stabes.
The second, HR. 4206,
alkoers health care prosaders
in Puerto Rico o recehe
payment  for  medica
seraoes 1o dlegal immigrants,
The thed, H.R. 4207,
increases  the  reimburse-
ments recened by hospials
on the island for sendces o
low-income patients under the D5H program

Crther health projects that he is actively promating
include the establishment of a trawma center in the
Medical Center at Mayaglez. a new center for children
wath special needs m the munapality of Cabo Rajo, the
rencvation of the CQuebrada Health Center in the
municipality of Camuy, and the establshment of a
breast cancer research center in the municipalty of
Cayey,

Resident Commissioner Promotes Reading
Special Education and Teaching of the English Language are Also Priorities

Cwer the past year Luis
Fortufio has developed and
implerented  an  ambitious
legislative agenda forused on
impranang the qualty of educa-
tion in Puerto Rico, partcularty
in the areas of reading,
Englsh-language  instruction
and special education

As part of his efiort to

TTHESIOET.

Mareover, as member of the
Commities on Education and
the ‘Workforce, he accom-
plished the approval of several
amendments to bills under
consideration by the commit-
tee that will greathy benefit not
only Puerto Rican children,
but abso boys and  girs

promote the mmportance of Luis Fortufio meets with and discusses the Troughout the nation,

reading, he hosted, last August

para Crecer” ("Read fto
Grow™)., The book fair was
also an instrument to alert constituents about the impor-
tance: of encouraging reading armang children from eardy
on. “Learning how 1o read is the most powerful skil our
children can acquire; it impacts not only ther scholastic
achievernent but also their quality of Iife,” said the Com-

autistic children

importance of education with Senater Lornna
|5th, a book fair caled “Leer Soto and ¥ilma Yalentin,
Children Learning & Development Center for

Far exarnple, he obtained
director of the the approval of an amend-
ment 1o the Higher Educa-
tion Reauthorization Act, that
creates a 356-milion fund to promote graduate
education among Hispanic students. In addition, he
was able 1o indude language in the Head S1an Reau-
thorization Act to promote English-language instruc-
tian at an early age.



3A INFRASTRUCTURE

Striving to Obtain Better
Services for Veterans
on the Island

Veteran's Committee Expected to Hold
Meetings in Puerto Rico During February

Multimillion-dollar Boost to Infrastructure
Fortunio Obtains $40 Million Appropriation for Water Projects

ty of life of Puerto  zation of

lion for the development of

irastructure projects through




4A ENVIRONMENT

President Signs Bill for the Conservation of El Yunque Introduced by Fortuno

Important National Organizations Recognize Environmental Agenda

As part of his ambitious ervironmental agenda, the
Resident Commissoner managed in recond time 3 bill
he penned (HR 53%) to become law, designating
10,000 acres of the Mational Caribbean Forest as a
wildife refuge. The bill, sipred by the Presdent Lt
Dec. I, will allow the federal government o give
special protection to dose to 100000 acres of land
kcated in the El Toro refuge of El Yonque, This
designation will guarantes that land is protected in its
ratural state for the enjoyment of future generations,
Singe he joined Congress, Luis Foruio has become
one of the man advocates of the comservation of El
Yungue and the ervircnment in general, In addition
1o the El Toro project, the commusoner introduced
during the past congressional session legislation on
behalf of the consenvation of the Karst region (HR
1644), 1o pratect the buffer zone around El Yungue
(HR 3365), and officially designate the Caribbean
Mational Forest as the Mational El Yungue Forrest (HR
41113,

The Resident Commissioner next to senator
Ml Martinez (Florida) and Pable Cruz, El
Yunque forestry supervisor, during a recent
visit to the forest to mark the opening of the
Mational Conference on Land Management.
Fortuho and Martinez have Introduced
legislation to protect the buffer zone arcund

El Yurgue,

4B ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

The Commessioner's beadership and his ambstiows
agenda on behall of the emaronment have been
worthy of recognition by mportant erdronmental
ofganizations natiomesde, such as the Wildemess
Sacety, the Mational Hispanic Ermironmental Councl
and the Armerican Bird Conservancy. In fact, a newspa-
per of wide cirouaton in Washington, Roll Call, in its

U Oict. 1B edtion featured 3 letter sigred by Mike Matz,

director of the Campaign for Amernica’s Wilderness,
highlighting the approval by Congress of HR 539
imreduced by Fortufo and whed it a5 an examgle of the
type of legslation that Congress must adopt to profecd
the ervironment

Crber ermaronmental sibatves that hive  bhad
Fomufo’s support indude the Matural Reserve projec
in the murscipalty of Culebra, the appropriation of
fursds o restore the habitat that shefters 12 Isted or
at-risk speces along two miles of fiparian habiat along
the Pellejas Faver in Adjuntas, and the authorization of
3130 rridlion to restore the Cade Martin Pefa,

House of Representatives Approves Fortufio Initiative Focused on Stimulating
Economic DE\’Elﬂmeﬂt on the Island Legislation Will Positively Impact More Than 20,000 Jobs on the Island

The Resident Commissionsr mangged 1o pet the
House of Represantatives to approve his most
mportant economec development  mitiatve for
Puerto Rico in thes session. This measure, incuded
in HR 2181 fled in May, amends Section 199 of the
LS, Internal Revenue Code, cutting 3 percentage
ponts of the wx rate for comparees with
manufacturing operations in Puerto Rico, which
brings it to the same kevel pad by these companies
in the 50 states.

sland ganee wity 1o the possiility that they would
relocate to other ursdictions, with a potential
loss of 20,000 jobs in Puerto Rico,

On the ather hand, he was also able 1o pet the
House to extend for a year the reimbursement
recened by Puerto Bico and the Virgin Islands of
rurn taces colected in the continental Linited
States. The exiension obtained by him will
represent a boost of at least 385 milion to our
aland's Boonomy:

In that way, he managed to comedt the exdusion
of Puerta Reco from the job Creation Act of 2004,
which  benefits economsc  development  and
manufacturing job creation by granting a fax cut
from 35% to 32% to manufacturing companies
that abreacly applied 1o the 50 states but not the
lsdand. The escusion of Puerto Rico from that law resulted in companies with
manufacturing operations on the bland that are subsidanes of maintind
companies beirg at a disadvantige in relation to mardaunng plams locited in
the 50 states. This disadvantageous position for companies located on the

Angther project actvely promoted by him as
Vice Chasman of the Congressional Mispanic
Cornference that will result M greal econormic
benefits fior Puerto Rico was the Central America
and Dominican  Repubbcan  free Trade
Agreement (CAFTA-DR) approved by Congress
and signed by the President. This agreement represents a crucial step for LS.
trade in Central Amenica and the Caribbean, and in the case of Puerto Rico, it
creates many businéss opportunities and opens the doors o markets
previously dosed to the [sland.

The Resbdent Commissioner with the Secretary of
Commerce, Carlos Guticrrez, the Speaker of the
House, Dennis Hastert, and the President of the
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, Michasl Barrera,
participate In a news conference to promote the
approval of CAFTA-DR.
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Historic Announcement from White House on Status (continued from cover)...
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6A COMMITMENT WITH HIS CONSTITUEN

(lose to IOOO Cases Handled Over the Year

INFONEWS

Fortufo speaks about the many bsues facing
residents in the city of Bayaman during one of several
“powr-hall meetings” held throughout the island,
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His ofice dso offers onentation workshops on

Arecibo, B4 Y and for lsla cllepes o the federal studem Adfairs 10 do a feaubshity study on
Bucand flood controd project in Ponce, and $20 assistance program. ln addiion, Fortufo he and the construction of a new outpatient dinic
rrillicn for the Fio Puerto MNuevo flood control wis ako able to amend the Head Start for veterans on the Eastern regon on the
project R I wate the teaching of Isfand.
% 335 million in Federal funds authornzed for the --wls"- language to pre-school children * Unprecedented appropriations in other areas,
water and sewage infrastruciure  proj noe of Fort Buchanan, in addition to rI uding more than $500,000 in Federal funds
4 milion for dr 2 Congres it the: roratonum o for  electroy Mononng B5uss n '\-r"-!‘f.I]

ements and neardy 5130 new construction at the Fort, in eflact for municipaiies, %1 milion in Federal funds for
nds for the Cafo Martin Pefia pas st four years tenance and repairs of histonc struchunes at
Er medical senaoes for velerans on the San Pelpe del Morro and San Cristdbal f
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al funds fo the lsland, *:IL,:-n;, the implementation of and lanpuage promaoting the establishment of a
't:u:- midlion to promote post- _‘.'"'.'ldu-J educa- improsements to the WA Hospsal, a Congres- Teunami YWaming Center as part of the Puerto
By M arts and 37 million Doy Mg e 1o the Departmment of Rico Semmic MNebwork

WE ARE AT YOUR SERVICE Visit our website at
TEL: |-'Blﬁ6-1'ﬁﬁ“6fﬁ?ﬂ (Toll free) www.house.gov/fortuno

Yo can dso acoe<s an Erglsh version
of this newsletber on our website.




